Rb 4 Si 2 S6 was obtained by reacting a mixture of 4.4 mmol Rb2S with 4.4 mmol Si and 13 mmol S powder (99.999 % purity) in aluminum oxide crucibles which were sealed into evacuated silica ampoules at 973.15 K, followed by cooling at a constant rate of 3 K/h. The reaction product consisted of colorless prismatic crystals which were sensitive to air and humidity.
Discussion
Rb 4 Si 2 S 6 is isostructural as confirmed by STRUCTURE TIDY [1] with Rb 4 Ge2Se6 [2] and Rb 4 Ge2S6 [3] both crystallizing with the Cs 4 Sn2See structure type [4] . The crystal structure is characterized by discrete centrosymmetric hexathiodisilicate(IV) anions [Si 2 S 6 ] 2 " which are built up by two edge sharing SiS 4 [7] , SIR92 [8] , CRYSTALS [9] 
